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With Philosophy and Terror: Transforming Bodies into Labor Power
Elaborating on the theory of the body and the methodology I developed in Caliban and the Witch (2004), my presentation revisits the most salient aspects of the struggle that capitalism has made to transform the human body into a work machine and the practices by which rebel subjects have resisted as well as provoked this mechanization. 

Moving from the rise of Mechanical Philosophy and the attack on Magic in 17th century Europe to psychology’s contribution in our time to the development of industrial discipline and the pathologization of revolt against assigned sexual roles, I examine the techniques that capitalism has deployed to turn bodies into labor-power, and how these techniques have changed in conformity with changes in the capitalist organization of work.

My aim in this context is twofold. On one side, it is to reframe our understanding of the deep crisis bodies and subjectivities are experiencing in our time –from the massification of ‘depression’ to the epidemic of eating disorders – as an effect of a growing estrangement from the capitalist discipline of work and associated sexual division of labor. On the other, it is to explore how the generalized refusal of capitalist work is affecting the disciplinary field, and our conception of the powers our bodies may possess once liberated from the capitalist spatial and temporal regimentation of our lives. 
Chair: Robert W. Rieber
Sivia Federici has for many years combined teaching, research work and political activism in the feminist movement and more recently in the anti-globalization movement and the movement against the death penalty in the US. She has taught in the United States and Nigeria, and is presently Professor Emerita of Political Philosophy and International Studies at New College of Hofstra University. She was one of the founders of the Committee For Academic Freedom in Africa and The Anti Death Penalty Project. 
Her work has been in the fields of women’s studies and multicultural studies. She is the author of many essays on political philosophy, feminist theory, education and culture. Her publications include: Caliban and the Witch. Women the Body and Primitive Accumulation (Autonomedia 2004); A Thousand Flowers: Social Struggles Against Structural Adjustment in African Universities (Africa World Press 2000, co-editor); African Visions: Literary Images, Political Change, and Social Struggle in Contemporary Africa (Praeger 2000). Enduring Western Civilization: The Construction of the Concept of Western Civilization and Its "Others" (Praeger 1995, editor). 

